Hot or Cold?

Look around the room.  Everything in here has been in here for hours, at least.  Some of these things have been in here for years.

Think about this list of objects in the room.  Predict whether you think each object will be warmer or colder than the air in the room.

After your group has made its predictions, use your infrared thermometer to measure the temperature of all these objects

	Object
	Predict: warmer, colder or the same as the air?
	Measured temperature

	The wooden leg of your table


	
	

	The steel leg of a chair


	
	

	The fabric on a chair no one has been sitting in
	
	

	The glass front of the bookcase


	
	

	The chalkboard


	
	

	The whiteboard


	
	

	An interior wall


	
	


Use your understanding of particles and temperature to explain your observations:

Justine says: “When I touch the metal table it feels cold.  That’s because metal is always colder than things around it”.

Do you agree with Justine?  Explain your thinking.  Why does the metal feel cold?

